Study Guide—Eligibility and Numbering

References:  7-5-6, 7-2-5b Exception

Pass eligibility rules apply only to a legal forward pass.  

Offensive players with ineligible numbers (50-79) are never eligible receivers at the snap.  They only can become eligible receivers after B touches the pass.

Players with eligible numbers (1-49, 80-99) may be eligible at the snap, if:

a.  They are either ends or backs (using the definitions of back and lineman found in 2-32-3 and 2-32-9); and
b.  They did not enter into the scrimmage kick formation as a player taking the place of a lineman numbered 50-79 (the numbering exception).  If they did enter into that formation taking the place of one of those players, they remain ineligible during that down or until B touches the pass.  The numbering exception can only take place during downs in which there is a scrimmage kick formation (see 2-14 for full definition).  A down begins with the snap and ends when the ball becomes dead by rule.  (See casebook situation 7.2.5E for good example of when a down starts and stops and the implications.)
Offensive players who do not meet the definition of ends or backs at the snap are ineligible.  This includes interior linemen and players in “no man’s land”.
Restrictions for pass interference and ineligibles downfield do not apply if B touches the pass in or behind the neutral zone.  Illegal touching is wiped off if B touches the pass first, regardless of where B touches it, since B’s touching makes all A players eligible.

Players eligible at the snap remain eligible throughout the down—in other words, A99 who is legally on the end of the line at the snap and who was not part of a numbering exception can not become an ineligible receiver during the down by any action or inaction of his or anyone else’s (fundamental VII.1).

Further reading:  Case book situations:  5.2.2A, 7.2.5A/B/D/E ,7.5.7A/B/C,  7.5.10.E, 7.5.12A, 7.5.13A, 7.5.13B, 8.3.2C, 9.2.1H.

Capital Area Chapter of PIAA Football Officials

July 30, 2008


