Comments on questions from the open book test

1.  Eligibility rules for passes apply only to legal forward passes.  (7-5-6)  Any player can legally catch or muff a backward pass anytime, anywhere.

3.  The momentum exception applies to grounded kicks.  (8-5-2a Exception)  This was a change made in 2004.

4.  There is no need to determine force on kicks going into R’s end zone, since they are always touchbacks.  (2-13-4a)
5.  First touching of a free kick can only occur before the kick crosses R’s free kick line.  (2-12-1)  Touching of a free kick by K after the ball crosses R’s free kick line is not first touching, therefore, none of the rights associated with first touching apply.  We wind the clock when any player touches a free kick other than first touching. (3-4-1a, 3-4-3)
9.  Muffing a kick in flight is not a new force.  (2-13-3)  Therefore, if R muffs K’s kick in flight, and the kick goes through K’s end zone, K’s kick put the ball into the end zone.
11.  For a foul to be enforced as a PSK foul, it must meet all 5 conditions as found in 2-16-2h:  A PSK foul is a foul by R when the foul occurs:

a. During a scrimmage kick play, other than a try or a successful field goal


b. During a scrimmage kick play in which the ball crosses the expanded neutral zone.


c. Beyond the expanded neutral zone.


d. Before the end of the kick.


e. And K does not have possession of the ball when the down ends and will not be the next to put the ball in play.

All 5 conditions must be met, including #5.  If R muffs a scrimmage kick beyond the neutral zone, and K recovers, K will normally have the right to put the ball in play on the next down.  If that happens, the R foul that would otherwise meet the PSK conditions can not be assessed as a PSK foul.

12.  Unsportsmanlike conduct (USC) fouls are always enforced from the succeeding spot.  (10-4-5a)
15. Defensive pass interference and offensive pass interference must occur beyond the neutral zone. (7-5-7)
16.  USC is a non-contact foul.  (2-16-2f).  You can’t call a foul for illegal contact a USC foul.  There are different enforcements, implications for a player to remain in the game, etc.  If you think a contact foul is flagrant (2-16-2c) you can eject the player for that foul, but you can never call a contact foul USC.

18. DPI is one of the 5 fouls with a penalty that includes an automatic first down (the others are the 4 roughs: snapper, kicker, holder and passer).  We enforce DPI just like most fouls by the defense that occur during a loose ball play—from the previous spot (exceptions include roughing the passer, kick catching interference and PSK fouls).  There is a provision to tack on an additional 15 yards if the DPI foul is intentional (not recommended), but there is no provision to give A the ball at the spot of the catch and award a first down.  

19. As discussed in question 18, we have a total of 5 fouls in the NFHS code that give an automatic first down as part of the penalty.  Personal fouls are not one of the 5—they carry a 15 yard penalty.  If there is a personal foul committed by the defense, the penalty usually gives the offense a first down, but if the line to gain is more than 15 yards, it will be the next down.
20. If we have a live ball foul during a touchdown by A, and there is no COP, we know that A can accept the TD and assess the penalty on the try (8-2-2), or, this year, on the ensuing kickoff.  If we have a dead ball foul after the TD, we assess the dead ball foul on the succeeding spot, which is the try. (10-4-5b)
21.  USC’s are always non-contact fouls (see #16, above.)
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