2007-08 NFHS Football Rules Interpretations

Officials Manual Revisions/ Clarifi​cations
(Underlining shows additions; strike​through shows deletions.)
Page 12, Linesman -- Add #8. -- Provide Down-Box-Operator a bean bag during first-and-goal situation, to mark the location of the box in case it is removed during the down.
Page 16, III. A. 3. -- Back JudgeLinesman obtains football of kicking team's choice from Line Judge.
Page 16, III. B. 1. -- Linesman (four person)/back judge (five person) on sideline with line-to-gain crew:
Page 16, III. B. 1. c. -- Move c. to under 3. and make it a.
Page 16, III. B. 2. b. -- Delete.
Page 16, III. B. 3. Add: -- b. Obtains football of kicking team's choice.
Pages 54-61 -- Diagrams may not match verbiage. Verbiage takes precedence.
Page 72, Diagram (Five-Official Positions for Field-Goal Attempt or Try) -- In the diagram, either the linesman or line judge should be underneath the goal post, the back judge should be on the other post, and either the linesman or line judge should be on the line of scrimmage. The determining factor of who is under the goal post (linesman or line judge) is based on the side of the field the referee will be facing when the kick is made.
Case Book Revisions/Clarifications
(Underlining shows additions; strike​through shows deletions.)
Page 39, 6.1.8 SITUATION H: .RULING: R may take the ball at the inbounds spot, or accept the 5-yard foul and have RK re-kick from R's 25-yard line.
Page 43, 6.5.7 SITUATION A: RULING: K undoubtedly will accept the penalty for R1's foul which puts the ball at the 14 yard line and results in a first down for Kinvalid fair catch giving R the ball at K's 25 yard line after enforcement. If K declines the foul and accepts the play, it will be R's ball first and goal at the 10.
Page 89, 10.5.3 SITUATION A: .RULING: B may (a) accept the touchdown and enforce the penalty on the try or on the ensuing kickoff; (b) . . 
Rules By Topic Revisions/ Clarifi​cations

(Underlining shows additions; strike​through shows deletions.)
Page 42, 6.1.8 SITUATION H: . . .RULING: R may take the ball at the inbounds spot, or accept the 5-yard foul and have R K re-kick from R's 25-yard line.
Page 57-58, 6.5.7 SITUATION A: . . .RULING: K undoubtedly will accept the penalty for R1's foul which puts the ball at the 14 yard line and results in a first down for K invalid fair catch giving R the ball at K's 25 yard line after enforcement. If K declines the foul and accepts the play, it will be R's ball first and goal at the 10.

SITUATION 1: The game officials inspect the playing field as a part of their pregame routine and determine that (a) the game field does not have the required restraining line marked at all on the field from the sidelines and end lines; or (b) the three-yard line that is marked on the game field for the try is only 12 inches in length. RULING: In both (a) and (b), the field markings are not legal by rule, but the game will still be played. In (a), a 4-inch-wide broken restraining line shall be placed around the outside of the field, at least 2 yards from the sidelines and end lines, as an extension of the line limiting the team box area, except in stadiums where the total playing enclosure does not permit. In (b), a line 4 inches wide and a minimum of 24 inches in length shall be centered in the field of play, 3 yards from each goal line. COMMENT: The game officials need to notify game management and the football administrator in their respective state association office to let them know that the football game field at this school was not properly marked as stated by NFHS football rules. (1-2-3d; 1-2-3k) 

SITUATION 2: The umpire notices that a player does not have protrusions indicating that hip pads and tailbone protector are being worn. Upon investigating, it is found that (a) the player is not wearing any padding or (b) the player is wearing a manufactured girdle with closed cell, "bubble type" protective padding that conforms and covers the hips and tailbone. RULING: (a) Hip pads and tailbone protector are required equipment. If required equipment is noted to be missing between downs, the player must be removed from the game. If the game officials are unable to detect the missing equipment and the player participates without the required equipment, a penalty is to be called. In (b), there is no padding criteria listed for hip pads and tailbone protector and, therefore, the pads are legal. (1-5-1b; 1-5-5; 1-5-6) 

SITUATION 3: Fourth and 10 on team K's 10-yard line. After giving a valid fair-catch signal at K's 40, R1 muffs the ball. The ball hits the ground and is loose when R1 blocks K2 in the back above the waist at K's 45. R3 recovers the loose ball at the 50-yard line. RULING: Illegal, as R1 is prohibited from blocking an opponent because he gave a fair-catch signal and the kick had not yet ended. (2-3-4, 5; 6-5-1)

SITUATION 4: Fourth and four on A's 35-yard line. K comes to the line in a scrimmage formation. After calling a few signals, A1 says "shift." All 11 players then make a movement. Some players move to a new position for a scrimmage-kick formation, while four interior linemen remain in place and move from a hands-on-thighs position to an upright position and finally to a three-point stance. RULING: This could be ruled a false start if the covering official(s) determine that it was designed to cause B to encroach. In judging the offensive team's intent, the officials should consider whether players move to a new position, the speed and abruptness of movement, down and distance and if any player pretends to have the ball or otherwise simulate action at the snap with the start of a play. (7-1-7; 7-2-6)

SITUATION 5: During the last timed down of (a) the second quarter or (b) the fourth quarter, B1 commits a live-ball foul on a play in which A scores a touchdown. Can these fouls be carried over to a subsequent period? RULING: No, the foul in (a) cannot carry to the second half, and the foul in (b) cannot be carried to the overtime or tie-breaking procedure. If the fouls are enforced, they would be administered as an untimed down as an extension of (a) the second quarter or (b) the fourth quarter. (3-3-3a; 8-2-2)

SITUATION 6: Prior to the ball being thrown during a play in which A1 catches a touchdown pass and advances for a touchdown, B1 holds A2 to prevent him from going out for a pass on the side away from the play. When given options, A elects to enforce the defensive holding foul on the ensuing kickoff. During the successful two-point try, B1 is guilty of holding A1. Does A have the option of having the 10 yard penalty added on to the previous 10-yard foul on the ensuing kickoff? RULING: No. If the captain chooses free-kick enforcement for both the foul on the touchdown and on the try, the captain must choose which of the two live ball fouls to have enforced. Because A chose to have the first foul enforced on the kick instead of the try, it has created a situation where subsequent fouls during the try may have the possibility of not being enforced with respect to yardage. (8-2-2; 8-3-5b; 10-2-4)

SITUATION 7: A1's pass on first and 10 from B's 40 is complete to A2 at B's 20. During the pass, A1 is roughed by B1. A2 advances to B's 10 where he fumbles the ball out of bounds into the end zone and over the end line. RULING: If the penalty is accepted, it is administered from the end of A2's run which is B's 10-yard line. (9-4-4)

SITUATION 8: Team A is in a scrimmage kick formation, fourth and five, at A's 40. A5 snaps the ball to A1. Immediately after releasing the ball and before he can look up, A5 is directly blocked by nose guard B2. A1 muffs the snap, recovers and advances the ball to midfield. RULING: Although the down ended with a running play, the foul occurred during a loose-ball play, the snap. If the penalty for roughing the snapper is accepted, it will be enforced 15 yards from the previous spot. (9-4-6; 10-5-1)

SITUATION 9: On fourth and one from B's 21-yard line, all A players are set, as defensive end B1 is in a two-point stance across from offensive tackle A5 along their respective lines of scrimmage. While the quarterback is calling signals, B1 (a) claps his hands, (b) stomps his foot, or (c) shifts to a wider position on the line and immediately returns to his original position. RULING: In (a) and (b), if in the official's judgment the action by B1 was for the purpose of disconcerting or hindering A, it is an unsportsmanlike conduct foul. In this case, the official should sound his whistle before the snap. In (c), the movement is legal. (9-5-1d)

SITUATION 10: On third and 10 from A's 40-yard line, all team A players are set. While quarterback A1 is calling signals, defensive back B1, starting from a position eight yards behind his line of scrimmage, runs toward the neutral zone. B1 stops directly in front of tackle A4 but does not enter the neutral zone. In response to B1's charge, A4 (a) does not move, or (b) flinches. RULING: No foul in (a). In (b), A4 is guilty of a dead-ball foul for false start. If in the official's judgment the action by B1 was for the purpose of disconcerting or hindering A, it is an unsportsmanlike conduct foul. In this case, the official should sound his whistle before the snap. (7-1-7; 9-5-1d)
#1: The game officials inspect the playing field as a part of their pregame routine and determine that (a) the game field does not have the required restraining line marked at all on the field from the sidelines and end lines; or (b) the three-yard line that is marked on the game field for the try is only 12 inches in length. 


#2: The umpire notices that a player does not have protrusions indicating that hip pads and tailbone protector are being worn. Upon investigating, it is found that (a) the player is not wearing any padding or (b) the player is wearing a manufactured girdle with closed cell, "bubble type" protective padding that conforms and covers the hips and tailbone. 


#3: Fourth and 10 on team K's 10-yard line. After giving a valid fair-catch signal at K's 40, R1 muffs the ball. The ball hits the ground and is loose when R1 blocks K2 in the back above the waist at K's 45. R3 recovers the loose ball at the 50-yard line. 


#4: Fourth and four on A's 35-yard line. K comes to the line in a scrimmage formation. After calling a few signals, A1 says "shift." All 11 players then make a movement. Some players move to a new position for a scrimmage-kick formation, while four interior linemen remain in place and move from a hands-on-thighs position to an upright position and finally to a three-point stance. 


#5: During the last timed down of (a) the second quarter or (b) the fourth quarter, B1 commits a live-ball foul on a play in which A scores a touchdown. Can these fouls be carried over to a subsequent period? 


#6: Prior to the ball being thrown during a play in which A1 catches a touchdown pass and advances for a touchdown, B1 holds A2 to prevent him from going out for a pass on the side away from the play. When given options, A elects to enforce the defensive holding foul on the ensuing kickoff. During the successful two-point try, B1 is guilty of holding A1. Does A have the option of having the 10 yard penalty added on to the previous 10-yard foul on the ensuing kickoff? 


#7: A1's pass on first and 10 from B's 40 is complete to A2 at B's 20. During the pass, A1 is roughed by B1. A2 advances to B's 10 where he fumbles the ball out of bounds into the end zone and over the end line. 


#8: Team A is in a scrimmage kick formation, fourth and five, at A's 40. A5 snaps the ball to A1. Immediately after releasing the ball and before he can look up, A5 is directly blocked by nose guard B2. A1 muffs the snap, recovers and advances the ball to midfield. 


#9: On fourth and one from B's 21-yard line, all A players are set, as defensive end B1 is in a two-point stance across from offensive tackle A5 along their respective lines of scrimmage. While the quarterback is calling signals, B1 (a) claps his hands, (b) stomps his foot, or (c) shifts to a wider position on the line and immediately returns to his original position


#10: On third and 10 from A's 40-yard line, all team A players are set. While quarterback A1 is calling signals, defensive back B1, starting from a position eight yards behind his line of scrimmage, runs toward the neutral zone. B1 stops directly in front of tackle A4 but does not enter the neutral zone. In response to B1's charge, A4 (a) does not move, or (b) flinches. 
